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ABOUT: Building on the proposals presented in Our Common Agenda report, the Secretary-General (SG) is publishing
a series of Policy Briefs over 2023 to serve as inputs into the preparations for the Summit of the Future. The Policy Brief
on the Global Digital Compact ( GDC ) is the fifth one in that series.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The brief proposes the development of a Global Digital Compact that would set out the principles, objectives and actions
for advancing an open, free, secure and human-centered digital future, one that is anchored in universal human rights and
that enables the attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It outlines areas in which the need for multi-
stakeholder digital cooperation is urgent and sets out how a Global Digital Compact can help to realize the commitment in
the declaration on the commemoration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the United Nations (General Assembly
resolution 75/1) to “shaping a shared vision on digital cooperation” by providing an inclusive global framework. Such a
framework is essential for the multi-stakeholder action required to overcome digital, data and innovation divides and to
achieve the governance required for a sustainable digital future. The digital world is one of divides. In 2002, when
governments first recognized the challenge of the digital divide, 1 billion people had access to the Internet. Today, 5.3
billion people are digitally connected, yet the divide persists across regions, gender, income, language, and age groups.
Some 89% of people in Europe are online, but only 21 per cent of women in low-income countries use the Internet. While
digitally deliverable services now account for almost two thirds of global services trade, access is unaffordable in some
parts of the world. The cost of a smartphone in South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa is more than 40% of the average
monthly income, and African users pay more than three times the global average for mobile data. Fewer than half of the
world’s countries track digital skills, and the data that exist highlight the depth of digital learning gaps. Two decades after

the World Summit on the Information Society, the digital divide is still a gulf.

What does a shared vision on digital cooperation involve?
+ Closing the digital divide and advancing the SDGs.
+ Digital public services for forcibly displaced people.
4+ Making the online space open and safe for everyone.
+ Governing artificial intelligence (AI) for humanity.
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RECOMMENDATIONS:

4+ Discuss and review the implementation of the agreed Global Digital Compact principles and commitments.

+ Facilitate transparent dialogue and collaboration across digital multi-stakeholder frameworks and reduce duplication
of effort where relevant and appropriate.

4+ Support evidence-based knowledge and information-sharing on main digital trends.

+ Pool lessons learned and promote cross-border learning on digital governance.

4+ Identify and promote policy solutions to emerging digital challenges and governance gaps.

+ Highlight policy priorities for individual and collective stakeholder decision-making and action.
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