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Informal meeting of the plenary to hear a briefing by the Secretary-
General on the report “Our Common Agenda” (13 Feb’23) 

 

ABOUT: An informal plenary of the General Assembly was convened on 13 February 2023 to hear a briefing 
by the SG on Our Common Agenda Report. The SG’s briefing was followed by interventions from Groups of States 
and MS, and the session ended with closing remarks by the SG. 

 

HEADLINES 

The SG’s Briefing focused on giving a brief insight into the 11 Policy Briefs (PBs) due to be released this year with 
suggestions and inputs to inform the preparations and discussions on the SOTF. The SG and the President of the 
General Assembly (PGA) attempted to reassure Member States that the SDG Summit will be the priority in 2023, 
including by reiterating that all PBs would have dedicated sections to discuss their impact on the implementation 
of the SDGs. 
 

Common Themes (have not been repeated below) – MS thanked the SG for his OCA Briefing and welcomed 
the release of the 11 Policy Briefs, along with the High-Level Advisory Board (HLAB) report. One common theme 
mentioned by many MS with varying levels of emphasis was to prioritize the SDG Summit and other high-level 
events happening in 2023, including the Financing for Development Forum, Climate Summit and LDC5 
Conference. Many delegations shared the view that the SOTF Ministerial must define the scope, elements and 
processes of the SOTF (as per GA Resolution 76/307) and that the SOTF process and tracks should be MS-led. 
There was broad agreement on identifying synergies and avoiding duplication between the OCA processes, SOTF 
and the SDG Summit, and for the SOTF to build on the outcomes of the SDG Summit. MS called for the SOTF to 
be inclusive and pay particular attention to gender equality, human rights, intergenerational dialogue, and the 
role of technology. There seems to be consensus (and lack of opposition) on the track dealing with reform of the 
IFIs to turbocharge the SDGs and solve the debt crisis facing many Low and Middle-Income Countries (LMICs). 
 

Highlights: 

Secretary-
General 
(Opening 
Remarks) 

 I call on the G20 countries to agree on a $500 billion per year SDG stimulus package for 
Low and Middle-Income Countries (LMICs) before the SDG Summit 
 Discussions are underway with the Indian presidency of the G20 to organize the proposed 
Biennial Summit between the members of the G20, ECOSOC, leaders of IFIs, and the SG 

Brazil  We are surprised to receive information that the New Agenda for Peace will not include 
topics related to the UN Security Council (UNSC) Reform 

Pakistan  The G77 and China group have submitted detailed comments on the OCA report and we 
hope that these have been taken into account when drafting the policy briefs 

Republic of 
Korea 

 We will increase our Digital-related Official Development Assistance (ODA) and will 
establish a data collaboration center in partnership with the SGs Envoy on Technology 
 Korea will also increase its ODA commitment to green tech 

Russian 
Federation 

 We need to avoid duplication in the SOTF processes and do not support proposals requiring 
amendment of the UN Charter 

Sri Lanka  We put forward the idea of organizing an SDG Review Summit every 2 years in the run-up 
to 2030 

Secretary-
General 
(Closing 
Remarks) 

 While we may not reach the same level of depth on all tracks, it is important to proceed on 
all tracks because of the interlinkages and not exclude any tracks from the deliberations 
 The policy briefs to be released by the UN Secretariat will not have any proposal that would 
require a Charter Amendment. The proposals will be major but will be within the current 
Charter. 

https://www.un.org/en/common-agenda
https://highleveladvisoryboard.org/
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2FRES%2F76%2F307&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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RESOURCES 

1. Recording of the Meeting 
2. Opening Remarks by the SG 
3. Draft Roadmap for the SOTF 
4. Bridgetown Agenda 
5. Global Digital Compact 
6. Policy Brief on Future Generations 
7. Policy Brief on Emergency Platform 

STATEMENTS 

8. President of the General Assembly 
9. SG – English, French and Multilingual 
10. European Union 
11. Bolivia (Plurinational State of) 
12. Kazakhstan 
13. Sri Lanka

 

KEY REMARKS 

President 
of the 
General 
Assembly 
(Opening 
Remarks) 

 We must make well-considered choices about the future we wish to see. Within this new 
paradigm we must adapt, we must change. If we let this opportunity to lay new foundations slip 
through our fingers, it will not come around again.  
 Together these sister summits, the SDG Summit and SOTF will help us to forge the path of 
Sustainable Development. There is a clear understanding that the prime focus of this year is on 
the SDG Summit 
 The COVID pandemic and the digital revolution have proven that science is a platform for 
agreement and alignment when tackling complex issues. I ask MS to rely on science as a 
catalyzer of accord in developing a Common Water Agenda in March. The outcome of this will 
feed into the SDG Summit. 

 

Secretary-General’s Briefing [full]:  

Re the SDG Summit – The Secretary-General (SG) reiterated that Our Common Agenda (OCA) is aimed at 
turbocharging the 2030 Agenda, including by addressing gaps in international cooperation. He urged Member 
States (MS) to come with clear commitments to rescue the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and called on 
the G20 countries to agree on a $500 billion per year SDG stimulus package for Low and Middle-Income 
Countries (LMICs) before the SDG Summit. 

Re the Summit of the Future (SOTF) – The Secretariat will issue 11 Policy Briefs (PBs) over the course of 
2023. The draft roadmap circulated by the co-facilitators indicates that the SOTF preparatory discussions in the 
coming weeks are linked to the release of the following Policy Briefs. 

1. New Agenda for Peace – This brief will offer a vision for the UN’s work on peace and security by taking a 
holistic view of the peace continuum with a renewed focus on prevention, peacebuilding, disarmament, 
and arms control. The PB will also highlight the need for a new generation of peace enforcement missions 
and counter-terrorist operations, led by regional forces, with guaranteed and predictable funding. 

2. Metric beyond Gross Domestic Product (GDP) – This PB will discuss on a metric beyond GDP that will 
allow decisions on debt relief, concessional funding and international cooperation to take account of 
vulnerability, wellbeing, sustainability, and other vital measures of progress. 

3. Reform of International Financial Institutions (IFIs) – This brief will contain proposals to strengthen the 
voice of LMICs; create a global financial safety net; a debt architecture that makes debt relief and 
restructuring available to all vulnerable countries, including middle-income ones, and align the objectives 
of the financial system with the SDGs (mentioning the Bridgetown Agenda led by the Government of 
Barbados in collaboration with the UN). 

4. PB on Future Generations – would include content suggestions for inclusion in the political declaration 
on Future Generations and would propose the appointment of a new Envoy for Future Generations and 
create a dedicated intergovernmental forum. 

5. Emergency Platform – This would include proposals and guidelines to convene and coordinate key players 
quickly in the event of an emergency (akin to the Black Sea Grain Initiative). The platform will be 
comprised of a set of protocols and there is no intention to set up new institutions or to infringe on the 
mandates of existing bodies. 

https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1u/k1ups6bqh4
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2023-02-13/secretary-generals-remarks-the-general-assembly-consultation-our-common-agendasummit-of-the-future-scroll-down-for-bilingual-delivered-all-english-and-all-french
https://ggin.stimson.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/SOTF-Co-Facilitators-Draft-Road-Map_8-Feb2023.pdf
https://www.foreign.gov.bb/the-2022-barbados-agenda/
https://www.un.org/techenvoy/global-digital-compact
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/our-common-agenda-policy-brief-future-generations-en.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/our-common-agenda-policy-brief-emergency-platform-en.pdf
https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20230213150000000/bWPBws29dPCa/JW6sS916JWjT_m.pdf
https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20230213150000000/bWPBws29dPCa/CH3MEyCFwxuQ_en.pdf
https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20230213150000000/bWPBws29dPCa/CH3MEyCFwxuQ_fr.pdf
https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20230213150000000/bWPBws29dPCa/CH3MEyCFwxuQ_m.pdf
https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20230213150000000/bWPBws29dPCa/XFjIgfqYPFX3_en.pdf
https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20230213150000000/bWPBws29dPCa/v2pcFflb2qVx_es.pdf
https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20230213150000000/bWPBws29dPCa/XHFC4GBtTBEk_en.pdf
https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20230213150000000/bWPBws29dPCa/L85AJJ7Bn6lX_en.pdf
https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20230213150000000/bWPBws29dPCa/JW6sS916JWjT_m.pdf
https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20230213150000000/bWPBws29dPCa/JW6sS916JWjT_m.pdf
https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20230213150000000/bWPBws29dPCa/JW6sS916JWjT_m.pdf
https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20230213150000000/bWPBws29dPCa/JW6sS916JWjT_m.pdf
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2023-02-13/secretary-generals-remarks-the-general-assembly-consultation-our-common-agendasummit-of-the-future-scroll-down-for-bilingual-delivered-all-english-and-all-french
https://www.un.org/en/conferences/SDGSummit2023
https://www.un.org/en/common-agenda
https://ggin.stimson.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/SOTF-Co-Facilitators-Draft-Road-Map_8-Feb2023.pdf
https://dppa.un.org/en/new-agenda-for-peace
https://www.foreign.gov.bb/the-2022-barbados-agenda/
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/our-common-agenda-policy-brief-future-generations-en.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/our-common-agenda-policy-brief-emergency-platform-en.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/black-sea-grain-initiative

